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30 years of war in Vietnam 
have ended finally. The American 
leftists pet slogan of "Victory 
to the NLF" has been realized. 
The Saigon regime has fallen and 
Saigon itself has been renamed 
Ho Chi Minh City. The leftists 
are going through orgasms of de- 
light as can be seen from the 
headlines in the papers talking 
about "victories for humanity's 
“imperialism on the run", etc. 

One would think from this that 
the world working class had gain 
ed a great victory, that capi- 
talism has been smashed in 
Southeast Asia and that world 
imperialism has been definitive- 
ly weakened. However, unfortu- 
nately, such is not the case. As 
a matter of fact, the working 
class in Vietnam had very little 
to do with the conflict except 
insofar as workers were drafted 
into the North or South Vietnam- 
ese armies. Unlike the Russian 
Revolution of 1917 which was the 
initiation of the revolutionary 
wave of the world working class 
provoked by the first imperialist 
world war, the so-called Viet- 
namese revolution was nothing 
more than a civil war fought be- 
tween two contending capitalist 
factions and backed by various 
self-interested imperialist 
powers. 

Although the victory of the 
NLF/North Vietnamese forces is 
not our victory, it doesn't fol- 
low that the victory of the Sai- 
gon regime would have been our 
victory. Our class can only win 
victories through intransigent 
AUTONOMCUS struggle against all 


truth 


Workers of All Countries, Unite! 


The liberation of the workers can only be the deed- of the working class itself. 


Vietnam Is No Victor 
or the World’s — 
Workers 


factions of capitalism, whether 
they call themselves Communists 
and stand with Russian and Chi- 
nese imperialism or democrats 
and stand with U.S. imperialism. 

In drawing a balance of the re- 
cent conflict, it is necessary 
to view things from a revolu- 
tionary working class perspec- 
tive, the revolutionary Marxist 
perspective of unflagging prole- 
tarian internationalism and ab- 
solute opposition to capitalism 
in all its forms. 

We dealt with the question of 
whether capitalism could be de- 
stroyed as a result of an NLF/ 


North Vietnamese victory in our 

last issue in "Is Indochina Go- 

ing Communist?": 
Before deciding whether or not 
Indochina is ‘going communist, 
we must be clear on what com- 
munism is and what it is not. 
For a Marxist, communism has 
nothing to do with what pre- 
Sently exists in Russia, Chi- 
na, Cuba, North Vietnam, etc. 
Communism is a global society 
of freely associated produc- 
ers, a society without bosses 
and workers, just producers, a 
society based on production for 
social need, not for profit 
(either for corporate magnates 
or for state bureaucrats). 
eeels Indochina going commun- 
ist? NO! Communism is the lib- 


erating task of the world's 

workers! It is not statified 

exploitation! 
Let us deal now with the other 
leftist argument in defense of 
the "Vietnamese revolution", the 
argument that the Vietnamese 
people are expressing their 
right to self-determination as a 
nation and that their defeat of 
the U.S. backed Saigon regime 
represents a setback for world 
imperialism. This is the point of 
view of those Trotskyist groups 
who fancy themselves as having a 
state capitalist analysis of the 
Soviet Union (in reality, their 
analysis is state capitalist on- 


ly in the sense that they -- like 


the other leftists -- make their 
analysis.asa.faction of capital 
and a real if not admitted de- 
fender of state capitalism). 

Let us begin by stating that 
revolutionary communist workers 
are not for national liberation. 
Nor are we for the maintenance 
of national oppression. We are 
for the breaking down of fron- 


tiers and an end to nations 
through the revolutionary action 
of the world working class. This 
is because nations and thus na- 
tional liberation -- the freeing 
of the nation to "do as it 
pleases" with relation to other 
nations -- and national oppres- 
sion -- the subordination-of one 


Gunboats and Marines 


May 19--The Mayaguez incident 
certainly is -- as the "Chica- 
go Tribune" put it -- a "tale 
of confusion". The confusion be- 
gins with the seizure of the 
Mayaguez by the Cambodian gov- 
ernment. It is not clear to this 
day why they seized the freight- 
er. The UeS. government then 
promptly took action. First de- 
manding the release of the ship 
and then sending in marines and 
bpmbers to "rescue" the ship and 
its crew. However, the "Tribune" 
account of the "rescue" opera- 
tion asks some very interesting 
questions: Why was the air strike 
of Cambodian air bases not halt- 
ed when the crew had been freed 
(before the first strike wave 
went in)? If the strikes were to 
. protect Marines, why were they 
~carried out at the end of the 
battle? The U.S. government 
claims that the Cambodians gave 
up the crew as a result of the 
strikes. How can this be when it 
is clear that the crew had to be 
on its way before the strikes in 
order to reach the American 
forces when they did? Clearly 
this was a case of the elephant 
stepping on the mouse to prove 
that the mouse can not push it 
around. Following the incident 
the Thai government has recal- 


led its U.S. envoy and demanded 
a review of all U.S.-Thai treat- 
ies and the withdrawal of all 
U.S. troops from Thailand by 
next March. Thus, if anything, 
the incident underlines the de- 
cline of the U.S. as a "super- 
power" in the Far East, leaving 
the field open for Russia, China 
and Japan. 

Through the confusion one 
thing comes out loud and clear: 
both the Cambodia and U.S. capi- 
talists care nothing for human 
life. The lives of the Mayaguez 
crewmen and the American and 
Cambodian soldiers and sailors 
are just so many expendable 
Pawns in the deadly game of 
chess called world diplomacy, 
where the capitalists make up 
the rules as they go along. This 
is most graphically illustrated 
by the fact that while the Maya- 
quez crew was being ferried to 
the Cambodian Mainland, they 
were knowingly strafed and gas- 
sed by U.S. planes. Not to men- 
tion the useless butchery of Am- 
erican marines (casualty list 


- now close to 100) and Cambodian 


troops ‘e.g. the sinking of 
three gunboats). 

Many American workers have 
been caught up in the wave of 


nationalist hysteria fostered by 
the government. Many workers 

talk of how "we" had to get "our" 
ship. Well, now that the U.S. has 
recovered the Mayaguez, why 
don't we try to take a cruise on 
"our" ship and see how quickly 
the UeS. armed forces drive us 
off the Mayaguez just the same 

as if we were the Cambodians. 

The freighters, factories and 
other means of production in this 
country are not ours. They be- 
long to the capitalist corpora- 
tions and their state. While the 
state and corporations talk of 
Cambodian piracy, they live off 
the surplus-value pirated from 
us. Capitalism is a social sys- 
tem based on piracy. It could not 
go on without the profits which 
we produce, but which are used by 
the capitalists for their own 
purposes. 

As the crisis deepens each na- 
tional capital finds it more and 
more difficult to maintain its 
profits and is forced to expand 
its power at the expense of oth- 
er national capitals. This inev- 
itably leads to wars and more 
"minor" confrontations like that 
over the Mayaguez. However, there 
is no other way that capitalism 


‘continved on page 3 


nation to another -- are expres- 
sions of capitalism. In fact, 
the nation is only a capitalist 
entity. 

Self-determination for a nation. 
simply means the political inde- 
pendence of the capitalist class 
of that nation (at least formal- 
ly) from all other capitalists. 
However, in decadent 20th cen- 
tury capitalism with its inher- 
ently imperialistic nature, such 
independence is virtually mean- 
ingless. Imperialism is not a 
policy that can be discarded by 
this or that national capital 
bloc. It is, on the contrary,the 
only way that capital can func- 
tion during its decadence. 

The source of decadence and 
imperialism lies in the profit 
drive of capitalism and the ten- 
dency for the rate of profit to 
fall: 

The central contradiction in 

the process of capital accpmu- 

lation is the tendential fall 
in the rate of profit, brought 

about since the proportion o 

dead to living labour (the or 

ganic composition of capital) 
constantly rises, and because 
living labour is the only 
source of new value. 

In the nineteenth century the 

fall in the rate of profit 

could be offset by various 
means. First among them was the 
decennial crisis, leading to 


devaluation and centralisation = => 


of capital. Others were in- 
creasing exploitation (wage 
cuts, piece work), and imper- 
ialist expansion to seize 
cheaper food sources, raw ma- 
terials, find areas to which 
capital could be exported, and 
markets where commodities could 
be sold above value. But with 
the division of the world in 
the twentieth century among 
the big imperialist powers, 


such imperialist attempts to ce 


offset the fall in profits 

lead inevitably_to wars, of = 

which 1914 was the first. deci- 

sive expression. aa 

(REVOLUTIONARY PERSPECTI 

In an attempt to offset the fal- 
ling rate of profit the capital- 
ists must constantly cut each 
others' throats in order to get 
the cheapest sources of raw®mat- 
erial and labor and the most 
profitable markets. As a result 
of this competition weaker na- 
tional economies are inevitably 
subordinated to one or another 
imperialist power. The national 
liberation struggle is at most a 
struggle for a little room to 
maneuver between the various 
powers and the fight by the meak- 
er national capitalist class to 
gain a-larger share of the pro- 
fits rived from the exploita- 
tion of their workers. _ 

In general these conflicts 
simply become subordinated to 
the various broader interimper- 
ialist rivalries. Far from weak- 
ening world imperialism, the re- 
sults of the Vietnam conflict 
serve only to shift the balance 
of forces between competing 
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The Shop Stewards Plan to Save ) 
British Leyland 


The following article is re- 
printed from a special Layoffs 
Supplement to WORKERS' VCICE 
which is published in Great 
Britain. We wish only to add 
the following quote from "The .- 
Crisis and the Layoffs" which 
appeared in the supplement 
along with the following article 
so that we may better express 
what we and WORKERS' VOICE see 
in the struggle for socialism: 
",eethe only solution for the 
working class is socialism, 
which means the abolition of the 
wages system and the market, 
etCoeee 

«eeIt is necessary to destroy 
the state so that our hold over 
production can be maintained and 
extended and lead to its reor- 
ganization on the basis of free- 
ly associated producers in a 
classless society. 


The shop stewards executive of 
British Leyland has put forward 
a plan to rescue the corporation 

from its present difficulties. 
Ne.doubt similar plans will em- 
erge. from. the same source in 
other industries with the same 
difficulties. It is interesting 
that when private capital effec- 
tively washes its hands of an 
industry (shown by BL's low 
Share price. and the lack of any 
real opposition except by Tory 
backwoodsmen to proposals to na- 
tionalize BL), the shop stewards 
come to the rescue with a plan 
to shore up the corporation. It 
once again underlines our view 
that shop stewards are not just 
out of touch with the shop floor 
but actually REPRESENT one of 
the prongs of capital's attack 
on the workers. 

The shop stewards movement is 
a vital part of the Government's 
strategy of involving workers in 
their own exploitation (partici- 
pation) and thus getting them to 
drop their objections to fiexi- 

_ bility, ‘increased speeds, etc. 
“"Efficiency" is the cry of the 
“Whitehall technocrats, and it is 
‘now enthusiastically echoed by 
the new industrial policemen on 

the shop floor -- the shop stew- 
ards. 

However we are not accusing 

. the shop stewards if being 
"traitors", "sell-outs", or oth- 
er such things -- which only 
helps to increase the confusion. 
The shop stewards analysis is a 
reasoned one; it rests quite 
Simply onan uncritical accept- 
ance of the status quo. The sta- 
bility of capitalism is unques— 
tioned. Having accepted that, it 
is but a short step to actually 
becoming a defender and perpetu- 
ator of that system. But this 
faith in the stability of capi- 
talism.comes not from "incorrect" 
ideas, but from the position the 
sStewards' movement finds itself 
in inside the capitalist system. 

\A steward today is a creature of 
the trade unions, he represented 
the power of the union OVER the 
workforce. Because the stewards 
relate to the economic difficul- 
ties of the bosses, and since no 
Meaningful concessions can be won 
from the capitalists today, or 
in the future, they negotiate on 
the bosses' terrain and thus be- 
come a weapon in the hands of the 
bosses for controlling the work- 
ers. 

DECLINE OF PROFITABILITY 

The shop stewards plan propos- 
es that BL should bé nationalized 
and placed under the control of 

a board of directors comprised 
of one third appointed or elect- 


ed by the unions, one third gov- 
ernment and one third "mutually" 
agreed management specialists. 

In return, all this is supposed 
to guarantee job preservation 

and avoid massive redundancies. 
These proposals come in response 
to a set of questions by the Gov- 
ernment Minister, Benn. Benn is 
NOT the "progressive" side of 

the government, but simply the 
"human face" of state capitalism. 
Benn's proposals are merely the 


2 = 


one prong (along with the stew- 
ards) of the British bosses at- 
tack on the workers -- the other 
being the more traditional one 

of layoffs, wage freeze, infla- 


‘tion, etc. 


The stewards' plan starts off 
with some attempt to analyze the 
problems of BL. The most they 
can come up with is that the 
problems are: "many and varied 
but none that would present us 
with the insoluble, the unsur- 
mountable or the imponderable -- 
of course, there are elements 
outside our control (!). Elements 
that have beset the whole of the 
vehicle industry for the last 12 
months. The unprecedented rise 
in the price of oil, increased 
material costs, economic uncer- 
tainty, inflation, and, of 
course, the partial collapse of 
motor car markets which is world 
wide (!!). And British Leyland 
are not excluded from the effects; 
but the main reason for the 
sickness in BLMC IS LACK OF MON- 
ETARY NOURISHMENT." Such smug 
complacency contrasts strangely 
with the increasingly fearful 
forecasts of all the "experts" 
of the government and the media. 
Let us see if it is justified. 

Now, on the face of it, the 
quote above might seem a fair 
enough summary, but it really 
gets us nowhere. If we want to 
understand the depth of the cri- 
sis facing BL and the whole of 
the capitalist system we have to 
go beyond a mere surface impres- 
sion. Let us take the last thing 
first -- "lack of monetary nour- 
ishment" is the same as saying 
lack of capital investment (the 
stewards later go on to complain 
that some equipment has not been 
replaced for 50 years). Anyone 
with the remotest understanding 
of how capitalism functions will 
know that expansion comes out of 
plowed back profits. If there 
has been no large seale re-equip- 
ment, it means largely that there 
has been no profit made with 
which to pay for it. "Good" or 
"bad" management makes but a 
marginal difference in this in- 
stance. Thus the problem of BL 
goes beyond such recent things | 
as the fourfold increase in the 
price of crude oil and is rooted 
in the long term collapse of 
profitability in industry that 
was behind the depression of the 
‘30's and which state deficit 
spending and other Keynesian re- 
medies were an attempt to get 
round. This statification of ec- 
onomic life, which is an increas- 
ingly common feature both East 
and West, is responsible for the 
other factors ‘that the stewards 
mention, which are the EFFECTS 
of the crisis and not the CAUSE 
-- @.g. inflation. It should be 
noted also that all these fac- 
tors appear on a world scale and 
in a combination (inflation plus 
growing unemployment) which has 
all the economists scratching 
their heads searching for a new 
explanation. 

ina world where continuous 
innovation and reinvestment are 
as necessary as breathing, BL, 
has failed absolutely. This des- 
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pite handouts from 
Labour Government 
the BL empire to be b 
i laces 

eine over the long terms 
therefore, following the ration- 
alization that accompanies any 
merger, it was entirely to ve 
expected that BL would areeny i 
to generate more profit (surplu 
value) by attacking the existing 
piecework system and trying to y 
break down job categories and in 
troduce greater flexibility. 
There followed the introduction 
of Measured Day Work and the 
various battles that took place 
around this. Bosses do not do th 
this because they like sweating 
workers -- they have to do it be- 
cause human labor power is the 
source of all value. If they can 
cut down on the amount of labor 
time that goes into a commodity 
relative to their competitors, 
they obtain a real advantage. 
However, they also kill the 
goose that lays the golden eggs 
By lowering the amount of labor 
time in a commodity and thus ul- 
timately lowering its value, they 
also diminish the amount of pro- 
fit they can earn relative to 
the capital they have invested. 
This is the major contradiction 
of a capitalist economy. And 
while capitalism and the law of 
value it is as true for shop 
stewards as it is for British 
Leyland. 
THE SHOP STEWARDS’ PLAN 

The basic idea behind the shop 
stewards' plan is that the ex- 
isting board of directors should 
be got rid of and their new board 
put in its place. The Government 
should'then pour in funds to re- 
equip the corporation so as to 
"bring us into line with our 
competitors". The workers should 


be kept happy with an agreed an- 
nual salary or wage, thus "cre- 


" ating the right atmosphere for a 


concerted effort by the work- 
force" (who, no doubt, are only 
waiting to be given the word to 
set about breaking all production 
records!). All this to be accom- 
Panied by full "public ownership 
of BLMC and distributors with 
complete accountability" (presum- 
ably to the state?) 

The stewards go on to say: "We 
believe that private control and 
investment way of running this 
company has been 'tried and fail- 
ed' and that in order to retain 
a viable BRITISH truck and bus 
company and attract the neces- 
Sary investment to compete on a 
national and international 
Scale, the only logical step is 
to nationalize the company under 
full social Ownership with work- 
er participation and involvement 
at all levels. We reiterate our 
complete faith in the products 
we manufacture and the work- 
force, believing that properly 
led and sufficiently invested, 
we can regain our 'premier posi- 
tion" in the market and go for- 
ward to a better, more secure 
future." 


of FORWARD. 
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WORKERS' “TRUTH. 


All this is just so much eye-~ 
wash. It is almost certain that 
BL WILL be nationalized in a 
vain attempt to keep it profit- 
able. But this nationalization 
will certainly NOT mean a "bet- 
ter, more secure future". It 
will mean speed-up, more ration- 
alization, redundancies (on a 
massive scale) and the wholesale 
shutting down of several plants, 
Workers will find themselves 
working harder (those that still 
have a job) in a wasted effort 
to regain their "premier posi- 
tion". German and Japanese work- 
ers are no doubt being told the 
same thing by their "represen. 
tatives" on the works councils 
and trade unions. It is exactly 
what the capitalists want -- 
workers cutting one another's 
throats. 

Most of the talk of Participa- 
tion is a sop, merely the sugar 
coating on a very bitter pill, 
for the stewards will have Manag- 
ed to achieve what the manage- 
ment wanted all along and which 
up to now the workers have with 
varying degrees of success resis- 
ted. Like the French say, the 
more it changes, the more it 
stays the same. 

There is no solution within 
the system as we have known it 
before, and aS we know it now -- 
the only solution is the strug- 
gle for socialism, by which we 
mean the creation of a society 
in which our needs are the SOLE 
basis for production. 

Right now there are thousands 
of building workers out of work, 
and yet people are deprived of 
even what capitalism says is ad- 
equate housing. In the case of 
the car industry it would be 
merely a technical problem, hav- 
ing got rid of the capitalists, 
to produce tractors, prefabri- 
cated housing, or whatever we 
decide is needed, for the immed- 


iate use of society. 


SALUTE TO 
REVOLUTIONARY 
PERSPECTIVES 


We wish to salute and 
greet the first issue of 
REVCLUTIONARY PERSPEC- 
TIVES which is published 
quarterly by comrades in 
Glasgow. The appearance 
Of REVOLUTIONARY PER- 
SPECTIVES as a regular 
publication is a tremen- 
dous gain not only for 
the revolutionary work- 
ers movement in Great 
Britain, but globally. 
The first issue contains: 

The Platform of RP 

Theories of State 

Capitalism 

Texts of the Communist 

Left, No. 1: 

Tear Down the 
Barricades 


Revolution and Counter-Revolu 
fussia...by David Ross 


The Economy of State Capitalism 
by David Ross r 
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Archives 


of the — 


Revolution 
Korea, the Scientific 


Slaughterhouse 


ARCHIVES OF THE REVOLUTION is a regular feature of WORKERS!’ 
TRUTH. Zach month we reprint for the benefit of our readers 
part or all of a particular speech, article or document from 
the vast and rich heritage of the revolutionary Marxist move- 
ment. In this issue we reprint "Korea, the Scientific Slaughter- 
210use" from the Autumn-Winter 1950 issue of THE INTERNATION- 


ALIST. 


After the fall of South Vietnam to the NLF/North Vietnamese 
forces, President Ford made a point of stating that should 
South Korea be invaded by North Korea, that the U.S. would 
participate in support of their ally. This veiled threat of a 
second Xorean War brings up the question of the first Korean 
Ware For many Americans the Only knowledge they have of the 


Korean War is what 
films ("They got 
him!") 


they get from the Z-grade 1950's propaganda 
Charlie! Those lousy Commies! They brainwashed 
Not only is it necesSary to clear up the misconceptions 


of the Korean War fostered by our rulers, dut -- particularly 
with the victory of the state capitalists in Indochina -- to 
place Korea in the context of global interimperialist anta- 


gonisms. 


The following article was an expression of opposition within 


the American working class to 


the Korean War. It is not written 


from a pacifist standpoint, or from the standpoint of support 
to North Korea and Russian imperialism. Rather it is written 
from the revolutionary perspective of proletarian internation- 
alism, of opposition to both sides of capitalist butchers in 


the conflict. 
“SHS LNT: 


fraction of the Left Communist International. 
munist International had devel 


TERNATICNALIST was the publication of the American 


The Left Com- 
oped out of the Italian Left 


(often referred to as Bordigism after its leading theoretician 
Amadeo Bordiga). The Italian Left was at one time an expres- 
sion of working class response to the degeneration of the 
Communist International. However, over the years (particularly 
since the second imperialist world war) Bordigism has degener- 


The war in Xorea is a real war 
of-extermination; brutal and in- 
human without any reservations. 
Both sides vie with one another 
in the committing of crimes from 
which the native population suf- 
fers the consequences. 

As long as American Imperial= 
ism uses its air force to bomb 
indiscriminately the villages of 
straw in Korea, which are con- 
sumed completely in flames, the 
North Koreans proceed to round- 
up and execute en-masse all sus- 
pected collaborators of MacAr- 
thur and Syngman Rhee, besides 
executing captured soldiers. 

The North Korean leaders gave 
proof of absolute indifference 
to the lives of their own sol- 
diers, who were thrown en-masse 
into the massacre for limited 
local gains. 

American Imperialism, for its 
part, has conducted itself worse 
‘than German Imperialism in Eur- 
Ope. It is slaughtering en-masse 
all suspected collaborators of 
the North Korean regime and es- 


tablished forced labor, a la 
Hitler and Stalin, Forced migra- 
tion is the order of the day. 
The population is continually 
compelled to be on the move as 
military operations are extended 
and opened up under twenty-two 
to twenty-four hour notice. 

The condition of the Korean 
population can easily be imagin- 
ed; the starvation and the cata- 
strophe of shooting war opening 
up on them. As if this is not 
enough, voices in the American 
camp babble about threatening to 
use the atom bomb. 

North Korea, in spite of ini- 
tial success, never had the pos- 
sibility of winning nor of out- 
doing their earlier military of- 
fensive. Inevitably, the power- 
ful weight of U.S. imperialism, 
which also is capable of mobil- 
izing many other states for its 
aims, crushed the northerners, 
whose armaments were too infer- 
ior to that of the Americans. 

This means that the Korean 
population is tied again to a 


«es VIETNAM sac 


world -powers. In fact the entire 
30 year conflict has simply been 
a Case of one imperialist power 
Succeeding another as the domi- 
Nant force in Indochina, placing 
their puppets in power and in- 
corporating Indochina into their 
Sphere of influence. U.S. imper- 
ialism only followed French (and 
during the second imperialist 
world war Japanese) imperialism. 
Today Russian and Chinese imper- 
ialism hold the aces and we can 
expect a sharpening of competi- 
tion for which of these state 
Capitalist powers will have the 
Upper hand, with the indigenous 
State Capitalists trying to play 
the one against the other for 
their own benefit. 

Against the nationalist utop- 
ias and imperialist maneuvers, 
the working class must struggle 


«with every-ounce of our energy. 


We must inscribe upon our banner 
the words of the "Communist Man- 
ifesto": "The workers have no 
country." We refuse to side with 
one set of exploiters against 
another. The struggle against 
imperialism is the autonomous 
struggle of the working class 
against capitalism. It must be a 
struggle to free ourselves from 
all the burdens of the capital- 
ist system, burdens that weigh 
down upon us aS the means for 
maintaining our exploitation. 
DESTRUCTION OF ALL CAPITALIST 
STATES FROM THE U.S. TO RUSSIA! 
ABOLITION OF WAGE=LABOR AND 
CAPITAL! 

DOWN WITH FRONTIERS THROUGH 
WORKERS' REVOLUTION AND THE CRE- 
ATION OF A WORLD SOCIETY OF 
FREELY ASSOCIATED PRODUCERS! 
VIETNAM IS NOT OUR VICTORY! 

OUR VICTORY IS YET TO BE WON! 


ated into a counter-revolutionary 


the "invariance" of 


Sect based on the theory of 
Marxism. The results 


of this theory can be 


Seen by the fact that today's 3ordigists represented by the 


International Communist Party (Communist 


Program) have in 


practice and in print repudiated almost everything that the-—” 


italian Left and THE INTERNATION. 


IST (along with its predec= 
TICNAL BULLETIN) stood for. The ICP repudiates 


the capitalist nature and function of the unions. They support 
frontism both in their "proletarian united front" for reform- 


ist work in the unions and in the 


lende in Chile. 


ir military support for Al- 
They call for support to national liberation 


wars, claiming that capitalism is progressive in the underde-= 
veloped sector of the globe. They seek to drag the workin 
class to the polling booth in parliamentary referenda on di- 
vorce in Italy and immigration in Switzerland. All of this 
along with the ICP's disdain for workers! democracy and its 
Claims that the dictatorship of the proletariat is exercised 
not by the working class, but by the Communist Party and that 
the first economic task of the revolution is the creation of 
State capitalism vrove that the Bordigists of the ICP are not 
an expression of working class revolution, but of capitalist 


counter-revolution. 


Despite the shortcomings of THE INTERNATIONALIST (particu- 
larly on the question of the role of the party) the following 
article is a clear statement of revolutionary working class 
Opposition to the machinations of imperialism and their na- 


tionalist war puppets. 


new rule of force, for another 
war, War III, and other nameless 
horrors. But the men of the 
Kremlin: are indifferent to this 
prospect. The desperate situa- 
tion of their Korean allies and 
the misery of the population is 
of no importance to them. Now 
they push China into the war as 
American Imperialism threatens 
the water supply and electric 
power of Manchuria. Thus under 
one pretext or another both 
Western and Eastern Imperialism, 
in spite of their hypocritic 
cries for peace, are drawing the 
whole world into a new conflict. 
The strategy of the Kremlin is 
to create a weariness and con- 
tempt for rival American imper- 
ialism and bring about an elimi- 
nation of American prestige in 
Asia. The price required is the 
destruction of whole countries, 
innumerable dead, and an unheard 
of misery well on its way. Thus, 
the Russians have pushed the 
North Koreans to the initial 
attack, left them without suf- 
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Can go. The only way to maintain 
our safety is not by reinforcing 
the power of our own bosses, nor 
by supporting the bosses of an=- 
other country. Rather, it is by 
joining together in all coun- 
tries to do away with the capi- 
talist system of profit and 
wage-labor. Only in a world of 
freely associated producers, a 
world where the international 
working class has broken down 
the reactionary barriers of the 
capitalist nation-state, will we 
be safe from the political and 
economic piracy and the diploma- 
cy of death that mark capitalism 
as a decadent system. 


ficient armaments to bring the 
war to a victorious conclusion. 
A victorious North Korea would 
have been as detrimental to Rus- 
sia as to America. Neither Im- 
perialism can tolerate, if it 
can help it, the independent 
victories of its "allies". Such 
"independence" leads to Titoism 


in the case of Stalinist imper= ~ 


ialism, which is the contradic- 
tion between poor states and 
rich states, as in the American 
Imperialist camp. 

Like the North Koreans, the — 
Americans in Korea commit atro- 
cities of their own, which is 
also characteristic of allwar. 
The Cominform uses these atro= 
cities to good advantage in its 
world propaganda. 

Thus the life of humanity, of 
entire peoples, has no other 
value, but that of supplying 
sustenance and hew excuses for 
the inhuman battle that the Im- 
perialisms instigate on the in- 
ternational scene. t 
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The world we live in is a world 
where people are divided into classes 
according to their role in production 
i The two major classes in society are 
the capitalist class and the working 
class. The capitalists own the means 
of production (factories, machines, ~ 
etc.) but produce nothing. The workers, 
on the other hand, receive only meag— 
er wages for the sale of their labor 
power to the capitalists. Aimost all 
production in society is done by the 
workers. However, almost all the ben- 
efits from this production go to the 
capitalists. The basis for production 
in this society is profit. The capi- 
talists are not interested in having 
the workers produce things that peop- 
le can use or that people need. They 
are only interested in what makes them 
the biggest profit. Thus, while the 
capitalists get richer and richer, the 
workers are worse off than they were 
before. 

In order to increase profits the 
capitalists resort to all sorts of 
techniques which most of us are fam- 
jliar withtspeed-up, wage cuts, unem- 
ploymerit, !abor-saving machinery. 
While, for instance, labor-saving 


jattack on the working class. 
Another feature of capitalist soci- 
lety is war. Every day there is @ war 
going on somewhere in the world. This 
is cue to the necessity of the capital- 
ists to wage war in oraer to get ahead 
lof the capitalists in other countries. 
e working class has no interests in 
supporting these wars. What the work- 
ers want is peace. However, there can 
be no peace until the capitalists and 
their system have been removed from 
power and replacea by a society run 
by the workers on an international co- 
operative basis. 
4o do this, it is of no use electing 
[people to Congress or as President. The 


Part One of: 


The 


There is no need to "prove" 
the existence of a world econ- 
omic crisis. The virtual bank- 
ruptcy of Italy, the near bank- 
ruptcy of Britain, the rampag- 
ing inflation coupled with ever- 
increasing unemployment in all 
countries, the heightening trade 
war through import barriers and 
tariffs, and Kissinger's ominous 
threats of force against Arab 
oil-producing countries are 
clear demonstrations of the sad 
State that capitalism finds it- 
self in today. However, although 
"proof" of the crisis is not 
necessary, it is necessary to 
understand it. What is behind 
the collapse of the world's ec- 
onomy? If we are headed for a 
new depression, one deeper than 
that of the thirties, what is 
behind this? Is it a case of 
bad management as the various 
factions of capital proelaim, or 
is it something deeper, some- 
thing deeper, something more ba- 
sic and inherent within the sys- 
tem itself? Is it possible to 
"turn things around" with some 
Sweeping reform of the system as 
the state capitalists of the 
left think, or is it_necessary 
for the working class to consign 
the whole capitalist system of 
wage-labor and commodity produc- 
tion to the dustbin of history 
and replace it with a new so- 
cialized productive system based 
on social need? What are the al- 
ternatives for the working class 


“and, in fact, all humanity faced 


with the present crisis? Past is 
issues of WORKERS’ TRUTH have 
attempted to provide the answers 
to these and other related ques- 
tions. We have put forward the 
revolutionary Marxist view that 
capitalism is a social system in 
decadence and permanent histori- 
cal crisis, a system that has 


4 


outlived its usefuiness. 
fought for the view that funda- 
mental reform of capitalism was 
utopian and that lasting amel- 
ioration of the working class's 
living standard was impossible. 
We have consistently posed the 
alternatives facing society as 
either working class revolution 
or imperialist war, socialism or 
barbarism. However, at the same 
time our attempts to explain the 
economic basis of the crisis 
have generally fallen short of 
the mark. Economic analysis has 
heretofore been sketchy and 
there has been a tendency to 
concentrate on one aspect of the 
crisis, 
kets, 
the problem simply in terms of 
this important, but secondary 
point. Although we have not gone 
to the extent of groups like the 
International Communist Current 
who essentially put forward a 
non=-Marxist underconsumptionist 
analysis of the crisis: 


Line Reference Target LRT-BE4-V2 


government is nothing more than-the 


executive committee of the ruling class. 


It is the owners of the big corpora- 


tions who have the final say as to what 


goes on. It is necessary to organize 
our Gwn workers' councils. The coun- 
cils will be the class rule of the 
workers after the revolutionary over- 
throw of capitalism. When capitalism 
goes Congress will go with it. All the 

racy surrounding Congress is just 
a sham to keep us tied to this system. 
It is democracy for the rich, for the 
capitalists. Our democracy will be 
real democracy, proletarian democracy, 
the democracy of the many. We do not 
simply want a workers' government,. we 
want a workers' republic. 

In the process of waging the class 
struggle, the working class develops 
the revolutionary class consciousness 
necessary for carrying out its task of 
destroying the capitalist social order 
and replacing it with an international 
co-operative oraer of ail producers, 
socialism. The acquisition of revolu- 
tionary class consciousness does not, 
however, occur simultaneously through- 
out the class as a whole. Some workers 
will see the need for a revolutionary 
struggle against all the institutions 
and mystifications of capital (e.g. 
elections, unions, united fronts, na- 
tional liberation movements) before 
the rest. It is necessary for these 
revolutionary workers to organize 
themselves into a revolutionary party 
so as to carry out a coherent, cen- 
tralizea COMMUNIST intervention into 


the struggles of their class. The pur- 


pose of this intervention is not to 


set themselves up as "leaders", but to 
pose the necessity of generalizing is- 


olated struggles into a classwide 


struggle against the capitalist system. 


While such a party is both democratic 
and centralized, it is not "democrat- 
ic-centralist" in the Leninist sense 
of an artificial "iron discipline’. 
On the contrary, its centralization 


We have 


the saturation of mar- 
to the point of viewing 


It is therefore the relative 
UNDERCONSUMPTION of the work- 
ing class with respect to the 
total mass of value which it 
creates, an underconsumption 
made necessary by the laws of 
capitalist production, which 
is at the basis of crises... 
(INTERNATIONALISM, No. 6) 


there has been a tendency to 
concentrate on the relative sa- 
turation of markets (with rela- 
tion to profitability) at the 
expense of the fundamental rea- 
son for such a "Saturation": 
falling rate of profit. Because 
of this we have taken it upon 


the 


comes from the living ideological link 


———sAGHT FOR SOCIALISM! 


of its cadre. It is not a party of 


and file! following "the line; it is 
an organization of revolutionary com 
mmist.workers, whose fundamental id- 
ecological and programmatic agreement- 
enables them.to carry out coherent c: 
tralized intervention on the basis of 


the fullest democracy. However, it is’ 


not-enough to build such a party here 
in the Uniteg States. Capitalism is a 
world system. Even so-called "Commun- 
ist" Russia and China are capitalist 
(state capitalist). In order to wage 
@ successful worldwide struggle — 


‘against capitalism, the workers’ strug 
gle and.the revolutionary workers par- 


ty mist be international. It is as 


part of the process of the devel opment 


of the International Party of Revolu- 


tionary Workers that the Revolutionary 


Workers Group and WORKERS!’ TRUTH ex- 
ist. 

In 1917 the Russian workers, -organ- 
ized in revolutionary soviets (work- 
ers' councils), seized power under 
the leadership of the Bolshevik Party 

However, the revolution was isolated 
due to the failure of the revolution 
in Western Europe, and the Russian 


workers, exhausted from the hard strug 


gle in a backward country, lost power 
as the: Bolsheviks more and more sub- 
stituted their authority for that of 
the working class, until the point we 
reached in 192] where the Bolsheviks 
and the working class stood on opposi 
sides of the class line. However, des 
pite the defeat of the workers in 192 
their struggle and victory in’1917 re 
mains, along.with the Paris Commune o 
1871, as a beacon for workers through: 
out the world. 

Under capitalism we workers are not 
ing more than menials. We deserve a 
better life. We deserve social ism. 
However, it will not be handed to us 
on a platter. We must-fight for it. 
For if we ao not fight for socialism, 
we will be handed barbarism. Socialis 
or barbarism? FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM! 


conomic Crisis 
Is Capitalism 


ourselves to publish a series of 
articles placing the present ec- 
onomic collapse in its histori- 
cal context as an expression of 
the inherent contradictions of 
capitalism. For the working 


class will only be capable of 


destroying the system that ex- 


ploits and oppresses us, if we 
are. armed with a conscious un- 
derstanding of what itis that 
we are fighting. We hope that 
these articles gill be a con- 
tribution to the development of 
that consciousness. 


"leaders" and "masses", with the "rank 
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_ a 
Appeal to Our Readers 


The deepening of the worldwide 
crisis of capitalism brings 
with it the widening and deep- 
ening of working class strug- 
gle in response to the deter- 
ioration of workers' living 
standards around the world. 
This in turn makes greater de- 
mands on revolutionary commun- 
ist workers to maintain and 
expand our publications so as 
to better combat the propagan- 
da of the various capitalist 
newspapers, be it from the 
large daily legitimate press 
or the myriad of right and 
left wing capitalist sects who 
try to confuse and mystify the 
working class and deter it 
from its historic mission: the 
destruction of capitalism and 
the wage-labor system and the 
building of socialism. As you 
have seen we have been forced 
to cut back the production of 
WORKERS' TRUTH from 8 to 4 
pages due to our limited funds 
and the continually soaring 
costs of printing and mailing. 
This comes at a time when we 
had hoped to be able to ex- 
pand to 12 pages so as to be 
in a better position todiscuss 
the growing struggle against 
the capitalist crisis. There- 
fore we must ask you, our 
readers, to send whatever you 
can to help us out. If you 
feel that WORKERS' TRUTH is a 
revolutionary workers’ paper, 
and if you feel as we do the 
urgent necessity for maintain- 
ing and expanding revolution- 
ary intervention into the 
struggles of our class, then 


please send us a contribution, 
however Small or large it may 
be. Everything will be appre- 
ciated. It would be preferable 
“if checks and money orders 
were made out to Cash. Mail 
contributions to RWG, PO Box 
60161, 1723 We Devon, Chicago, 
IL 60660. : 

For our work, Comrades! 


te 


1 


fF 


h 


Groups close to us: 


REVOLUTIONARY PERSPECTIVES 

78, Torrisdale St. (bottom right) 
Glasgow, Se2. 

UNITED KINGDOM 


workers voice 


Groups close to us: 


REVOLUTIONARY PERSPECTIVES 

78, Torrisdale St. (bottom right) 
Glasgow, Se2. hs 

UNITED KINGDOM 


WORKERS VOICE 

Box WeV. 

48, Manchester St. 
Liverpool, 

UNITED KINGDOM 


Pour Une Intervention Communiste 
JEUNE TAUPE 

Librairie Paralleles 

47 rue St. Honore 

75001 - Paris 

FRANCE 


